Right now, youre probably not the
person you'd like to be, but if you've been
walking faithfully with God, you certainly are
not the person that you used to be. When you
pause and reflect on that, you'll find that it’s a
reason to celebrate and be glad.

God has brought you from a mighty long
way, and the best thing is, He’s not finished
yet. The best you is yet to come! The key for
transformation is to continue following Jesus and obeying His Word. In
John 8:31, Jesus said, “If ye continue in My word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” He
also promised in John 15:5, that if we abide (or remain) in Him, we will be
fruitful - meaning our lives will produce all of the godly qualities that God
placed within us at our new birth. To get to this place, however, we must
allow God to continue to work on us. We must remain under construction.

The Bible says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV). Having
made us new, God desires that we walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4).
We cannot do this on our own; we must let the Holy Spirit lead us and
guide us in all truth, which means to lead us according to the Word of God.
We have to live according to the Word so that the construction - or
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Che Rrayer of Qbutvation

God, I come to You in the name of Jesus.
You said that all have fallen short of the
glory of God. You sent Your Son that
would be saved. Forgive me of my sins,
Lord. I confess with my mouth and believe
in my heart that Jesus died for me and You
raised Him from the dead. I accept Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Savior and believe
that I have been born again. Thank You for
loving me, for forgiving me and coming into
my heart. In Jesus name, I pray. Amen.

reconstruction — that God has begun will be completed.

To live according to the Word first requires that we read, study and
meditate on the Word of God everyday. God’s Word has the power to
change us. As our minds are renewed by the Word of God we are
transformed (Romans 12:2) and become more and more like Him. Also, as
we saturate our hearts with the Word of God, our faith increases, because
“faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17
NKJV).

Faith that comes, however, must be released, and we release our faith
when we exercise it in obedience to the Word. We must be doers of the
Word (James 1:22-25). Each day, we must live out the Word in our
relationship with God and with others. This will require that we die to self
- our interests, our wants, our rights — and take up the cause of Christ,
following in his footsteps. Jesus said to His disciples over 2,000 years ago,
and He says to us today: “If anyone desires to come dfter me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23 NKJV).

Such selfless living will require strength that we do not have on our
own, which means we must spend quality time on our knees before God in
prayer. As we go to God in faithful prayer, He will lead, comfort, instruct,
empower, enlighten, correct, affirm and encourage us in His love. Little by
little, He will chip away the hardened casing of our old selves to reveal the
glorious person living underneath. And as that new person emerges, God
will put her in places where her light can shine before men, so that God can
be glorified (Matthew 5:16). There are no fancy shelves or display cases in
God. We're changed to make a difference.

If you're a born again believer, the process has already begun. If you're
not a believer, the process starts with accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior. Why not do it today? The prayer of salvation is printed on this
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Not only will God begin the work, but He will finish it. As the Bible Mark Brockett Angelica Hackett
says, “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” Teddi Brockett 2:1’;”12 ;Cke"
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Through the covenant of Abraham we understand
that, as believers, we are blessed to be a blessing
(Genesis 12:2). As the blessings of God pour into our
lives, we are to become channels of distribution that
allow those blessings to flow on to others. How
wonderful is God’s grace!

Jesus, however, has a different testimony.
When He went to Calvary’s cross, He became sin for
us (2 Corinthians 5:21), and was cursed - cursed to be
a blessing. Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us,
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree.” By willingly becoming a curse for us, we have
the blessing of eternal salvation, of being reconciled to
the Father. Our redemption as sons and daughters of
God was the joy set before Jesus that helped Him to
endure the agony of the cross (Hebrews 12:2).

What an awesome sacrificel What a powerful
demonstration of love! All praise, both now and
forever, to our Risen Savior and King! All glory and
honor to our Lord Jesus Christ!
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