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among thorns are
those who, when they
have heard, go out

and bring no fruit to maturity
ones that fell on the good
ground are those who.
having heard the $., word with a noble
and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with
patience.
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The gift of Easter is found in the emptiness of the tomb. The cold, dark grave where they laid Jesus
is empty, just as He said. In this wonderful, undeniable emptiness lies the fullness of the Father’s
blessing.

Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, and by doing so, He destroyed the last enemy, which is
death (1 Corinthians 15:26). The Bible says whosoever believes in the risen Jesus shall be saved - this
is the gift of God (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9). This gift was brought to the world through the work
of the Holy Ghost, Who raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 8:11). What awesome power there is in
the Holy Ghost! Death-defying, body-raising, demon-destroying power!! If you are saved, then that
same resurrection power resides in you because with the gift of salvation comes the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Are you experiencing the awesome power of the Holy Ghost in your life? Are you overcoming
obstacles, conquering fears and doubts, casting mountains into the sea? If not, why not start today?
How? You can start by declaring like the Apostle Paul, “I want to know Him, and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings” (Philippians 3:10).

When we come into the full knowledge of the power of Jesus’ resurrection and understand that
His resurrection power lies within us and is at our disposal, we will begin living differently. Instead
of walking about allowing the devil to whip us everyday and twice on Sunday, we’ll take that ol
enemy head on and evict him out of our homes, our marriages, our ministries, our finances and every
other area of our lives.

It’s for this very reason that the devil spends so much time trying to get us to question who we are
in Christ Jesus. When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he began by questioning Jesus’
identity: “If thou be the Son of God ..” (Matthew 4:3, 6). He’s trying to do the same thing to you and
me today — get us to doubt our identity in Christ and how much power, through Christ, we have over
him. Well, it won't work! Not if we are determined to “know Him, and the power of His
resurrection.”
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Just one thing: remember that
Paul said he also wanted to
know Jesus in “the fellowship
of His sufferings” We can’t
have the power without the
sufferings. It was through
suffering that Jesus learned
obedience (Hebrews 5:8). We
learn to obey the same way.
And it’s in our obedience that
we experience God’s power.
When we become more
intimate with Who Jesus is
and more aware of who we are
in Him; and when we fully
embrace a life of obedience,
then we will finally begin
walking in the power and
authority that Jesus went to
Calvary to give us. Jesus rose
from the dead that you and I
could rise above it all. So thank
the Father now for the
resurrection power that raised

Jesus from the dead and for the

same power that resides
within you to bring you out,
over and through every

situation and challenge you'll
ever face.

Make it a point to get to
know Who Jesus truly is, and
discover just how powerful
you really are in Him.




PARABLES OF CHRISTe Bible says that whenever Jesus had the
opportunity He sat down with His disciples and told them a parable - a
comparison drawn from ordinary things in life to illustrate a truth. How
much do you know of parabl es?
speaking of? And dondt forget
it. And the Scripture and verse. J
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The Small Red Dot

1. What was to happen to the tares/weeds that grew up among the wheat?
a. pulled up with the wheat  b. castinto the sea c. burned up

It had been a most difficult week. The twelve year-old son of our 2. what did the man find hidden in a field, so that he sold all he had to buy that field?
daughter's best friend had drowned in Lake Norfork. Blake was a. apearl b. agold chest c. treasure

the oldest of their three children and our granddaughters had
spent much time with him during his short life. Most days found
us weeping tears of sadness from the sudden death of this young
friend. Yet, we could rejoice because his grandfather was able to 4. How many of the virgins did not have enough oil for their lamps?

3. How much did the landowner pay each man for working in his vineyard for one day?
a. one denarius b. five minas c. two mites

stand at the funeral and tell the story of Blake receiving Jesus a. four b. five c. six
Christ/as }}1118 PersonathaWOE. A }fll Veiyear'/ Olgl graﬁlddgughter, 5. The man who received five talents from his master eamed how many more?
Mary Kathryn, came home from school excitedly showing us a a two b. five c. ten

picture she had drawn. She had made it for the mother of young

Blake who had drowned. In the picture she had sketched two 6. What seed is described as smaller than all the others, but becomes greater?
people. OThis is Blagk®ary Kathryn said, 0 And t hesugt h s e jogbfge ¢. gourd

she continued with her explanation. In Mary Kathryn's picture, 7. which of the following did the father NOT give to the prodigal son upon his return?
Blake and Jesus were in a white area she called Heaven. They a. robe b. ring ¢. necklace

were standing on a street of gold. It was so precious! And I loved
it that my sweet Mary Kathryn would make something so lovely
for this mother who was sorrowing very deeply. I noticed a
small spot on the otherwise immaculate gold street. Thinking it 9. What did the merchant sell to buy the one pearl of great price?

was a mistake on the paper, I asked Mary Kathryn about it. She a. 10 inferior pearls b. all that he had c. the Bible doesn't say
JB9AT¥l up at Iy f & i1 Sh.OUId know why Fhat tiny red SP.Ot WS 10, How many coins did the woman have before she lost one?

there. And then in her little grown-up five-year-old voice she a 10 b, 11 ¢ 20

said to me, “Grandma, that is the blood of Jesus who died on the

cross to save us from our sins.” The depth of maturity I saw and

heard in Mary Kathryn that day startled me. It shouldn't have,

but it did. After all she had asked that same Jesus into her heart

only a few short months before. Mary Kathryn, her mother, and

her sister went out the door to deliver the picture. I stood with SELAH.
my hands lifted to heaven, praising God's Holy Name, knowing .
that their earthly playmate, Blake, was now walking in heaven Pause and calmly thir
on those streets of gold. All because Jesus had shed His blood to about these.
cleanse us from our sins, just like Mary Kathryn had illustrated

so beautifully. ™M Cooer 3 L — C .r .I J .'\.I

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: Ofteniimes we are enlightened by the words that é6As a man
proceed out of the mouths of our children. Like God wused the donkey, S0
child to speak tobken we first ran this piece a few years agajisayegaadalot.

And just asstiouched us back then and still reminds us today, we hope it serv% IS not about a rabbi
to you of the blood that Jesus shed for you. here are |m|ts to what the enemy can do.

The process of receiving has to start with a problem.
God does not answer wishes, He answers prayers.
God is seeking worshippers, not
warriers.
We dondét have to get out
Jesus hung on so that we can win.
You are not entitled to anything. For by grace are you saved.
The majority is not always right and does not always win.
3 _ It is our rebirth that gets us in heaven.
i!j t F B Because the tomb is empty, my life is full!

I f you are despised, rejoic:

l - - company!
1if 311 i } < d Are we walking with Jesus or are we standing on the

sideline clapping as He goes by?
Johmn 19: 30b Instead of hunting easter eggs, we need to be hunting Jesus.

8. Which of the following is NOT a parable of Christ?
a. two sons b. torn fishing net c. wicked vinedressers

(Answers on next page)

A MOMENT WITH GOD

- Save me, Lord!




